Abstract. This paper reports on the second record of Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) morio (Fabricius, 1792) in Romania. Previously, this species was known from a single specimen collected in 1997. Some details regarding the habitat and the main diagnostic characters of the species are presented.
The subgenus Melanthaxia Richter, 1944 includes darkish color species with the larvae using coniferous wood as food source. Eight species belonging to this subgenus are recorded in Romania, but the presence of two species is questionable (Panin et al., 2015) .
A single specimen of Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) morio (Fabricius, 1792) (=similis Saunders, 1971) was collected between the 29 th of June and the 2 nd of July 1997 in Cheile Tișiței (Vrancea County) by Adrian Ruicănescu and the specimen is deposited in his personal collection (Ruicănescu & Kabourek, 1997; Ruicănescu, comm. pers.) . After 14 years from the first record of this species for the Romanian entomofauna, the author of this paper collected a second specimen, a male (Fig. 1) . The specimen was found on the 22 nd of May 2011, in the surroundings of the locality Comănești (Bacău county), at the altitude of 530 m. Four years later, the specimen was examined by Adrian Ruicănescu, who identified it as Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) morio, and it is currently deposited in his personal collection.
The area from which the species was collected (Comănești, Bacău county) is situated in the NW extremity of Dărmănești-Comănești depression, in the centraleastern part of the historical region Moldavia, in the Oriental Carpathians. The relief is more or less hilly and surrounded by mountains. The presence of mixed forests with silver fir (Abies alba Mill.), European larch (Larix decidua Mill.) and Norway spruce (Picea abies (L.) H. Karst) and the existence of a Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris L.) plantation, creates a good habitat for this buprestid beetle.
Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) morio can be differentiated from the other Melanthaxia species occuring in Romania by the lack of four oval-shaped depressions on the pronotum, by the presence of conspicuous white hairs on the head and pronotum, and the presence of evident concentric wrinkles on the posterior part of the pronotum, in front of the scutellum. The lenght of the body varies between 6 and 10 mm (Ruicănescu, 1997) . The larva develops in coniferous wood (Abies alba, Larix decidua, Picea abies and Pinus sylvestris) (Panin et al., 2015) . It is a Sibero-European species, recorded so far from: Albania, Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and Ukraine (Bílý, 2006) . According to the Red List of Romanian buprestids (Ruicănescu, 2002) , this species is considered endangered. acknowledgements The author wants to thank to the anonymous reviewers for their valued and useful comments on the manuscript. Special thanks to Lucian Fusu who improved the initial version of the manuscript and to Adrian Ruicănescu for the specimen photo.
